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Who is on your money?
The Five Dollar Bill

Sir Wilfrid Laurier
On the front of the five dollar bill, there is a picture
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the seventh prime minister of
Canada. Born on November 20, 1841 in Saint-Lin,
Quebec, he became the Minister of Inland Revenue
in 1877. In 1887, Sir Wilfrid Laurier became the
leader of the Liberal Party and as a result of this,
Leader of the Opposition. On October 6, 1896,

he became the first Francophone prime minister of Canada and remained prime minister for the
next 15 years. The Laurier era saw the creation of the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta and
the Yukon Territory, as well the construction of the second transcontinental railway. Laurier died
February 17, 1919, after more than 40 years in politics.

The Ten Dollar Bill
Sir John Alexander Macdonald
On the front of the ten dollar bill is Sir John
Alexander Macdonald, the first prime minister
of Canada. Born January 10 or 11, 1815 in
Glasgow, Scotland, he immigrated to Canada
in 1820. Macdonald drafted the British North
America Act, which formed Canada when the
four provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia

and New Brunswick joined together on July 1, 1867. He then became prime minister and remained
so for six years, during time which he initiated the construction of the transcontinental railway.
The Liberals took power in November 1873 and formed the government until October 1878.
Macdonald and his Conservatives returned to office on October 17, 1878, and he remained
prime minister until his death on June 6, 1891.

The Twenty Dollar Bill
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
On the front of the twenty dollar bill is a picture
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Canadians
recognize the Queen as the Head of State. She is
represented in Canada by the Governor General.
Queen Elizabeth II was born April 21, 1926 in
London, England. She was the daughter of
King George VI and she ascended the throne

February 6, 1952 at the age of 25. She was declared Queen of Canada on June 2, 1953.

Th
e 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l G
ui

de
 

Ch
ild

re
n:

 N
in

e-
 t

o 
tw

el
ve

-y
ea

r-
ol

ds

18

© Bank of Canada — Bank note images used with permission



The Fifty Dollar Bill
William Lyon Mackenzie King
On the front of the fifty dollar bill, there is a picture
of William Lyon Mackenzie King, the tenth prime
minister of Canada. Born December 17, 1874 in
Berlin, Ontario, he is Canada’s longest-serving
prime minister — 22 years. King was elected
Liberal Party Leader in 1919 after the death of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. On December 29, 1921, he

became prime minister, but his government lost a non-confidence vote in June of 1926. King
regained power after the 1926 election, and then lost again in 1930. On October 23, 1935, King
found himself in power for a third time and stayed there for the next 13 years. During his years in
power, King introduced old-age pensions as well as unemployment insurance and family allowances.
William Lyon Mackenzie King died on July 22, 1950 at the age of 75.

The Hundred Dollar Bill
Sir Robert Laird Borden
On the front of the hundred dollar bill can be seen
Sir Robert Laird Borden, the eighth prime minister
of Canada. Born June 26, 1854 in Grand-Pré,
Nova Scotia, he served as prime minister from
October 10, 1911 until July 10, 1920. He was
elected to the House of Commons for the first time
in 1896 and became Conservative Party Leader in

1901. During the First World War, Borden proposed a coalition between the Liberals and the
Conservatives. In 1920, Borden’s health began deteriorating and he decided to resign. He died on
June 10, 1937 at the age of 82.
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Activity: Who am I?
1. Start by writing the appropriate name under each picture in the answer column.

2. Then answer the questions in the ‘Who am I?’ column by drawing a line from the
question to the picture that matches your answer.

Answers: A=4,6,11,14,19 B=1,5,7,10,17 C=3,12,13,20 D=9,15,16 E=2,8,18
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1) I am the seventh prime minister
of Canada.

2) I am the first prime minister
of Canada.

3) I am the eighth prime minister
of Canada.

4) I am the tenth prime minister
of Canada.

5) I am the first Francophone prime
minister of Canada.

6) I was prime minister of Canada
for 22 years.

7) I was prime minister of Canada
when Alberta was created.

8) I was born in Glasgow, Scotland.

9) I was born in London, England.

10) I built the transcontinental railway.

11) I introduced family allowances.

12) I became Conservative Party
Leader in 1901.

13) I was prime minister during the
First World War.

14) I was prime minister during the
Second World War.

15) I am Canada’s Head of State.

16) I am on the twenty dollar bill.

17) I am on the five dollar bill.

18) I am on the ten dollar bill.

19) I am on the fifty dollar bill.

20) I am on the hundred dollar bill.

Name: ____________________

Name: ____________________ 

Name: ____________________ 

Name: ____________________ 

Name: ____________________ 

A

B

C

D

E






