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Introduction 
 

1. Seaside Wireless Communications Inc. appreciates the opportunity to 
submit comments under ISED’s Consultation on Licence Fees for Fixed 
Point-to-Point Radio Systems. 

 
2. Seaside uses fixed-wireless technology to serve the 10,000 hardest-to-

reach households and businesses in the northern half of Nova Scotia. Our 
network spans 30,000 square kilometers of rugged, sparsely populated 
terrain, from the Cape Breton Highlands to the Tantramar Marsh at the 
New Brunswick border. 

 
3. Seaside’s microwave backhaul network is made up of over 350 unlicensed 

backhaul links. Many rural service providers like Seaside are left with no 
other options but to deploy backhaul links in unlicensed spectrum (5GHz), 
resulting in decreased capacity and performance due to the cost of current 
point-to-point licensing. 

 
4. Affordable Point-to-Point licence fees will be crucial for service providers 

such as Seaside in the coming years as 5GHz spectrum continues to 
become further congested due to use from other service providers as well 
as ongoing consumer equipment deployment (WiFi, wireless set-tops, 
etc.), which will drastically limit unlicensed backhaul deployments in fixed 
wireless service provider networks. 

 
 
 
Q1: ISED invites comments on the proposed consumption-based fee model 
for the radio licence fees under consideration. 
 

5. Seaside applauds the Department on recognizing that the growth and 
innovation in the radiocommunication sector has lead to the need for 
modernizing the way in which fixed point-to-point radio licence fees are 
calculated. 

 
6. Seaside agrees with ISED’s proposal that channel width, as established 

by ISED in the relevant SRSPs, be used as a proxy for the consumption 
factor. This consumption-based model will incentivize licensees to be 
more spectrally efficient by investing and deploying the latest radio 
technology. 

 
7. Seaside supports ISED’s proposal that a spectrum band’s base rate 

should reflect its relative value based on propagation, amount of spectrum 
available, channel sizes, and usage. Seaside agrees with ISED’s 
proposed base rates ($/MHz) when considered for point-to-point links in 
congested areas. 
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Table1. Proposed ISED fee schedule of frequency ranges and base rates 
Frequency Range Base Rate ($/MHz) 

≤ 890 MHz 2750 

> 890 and ≤ 960 MHz 138 
> 960 and ≤ 4200 MHz 45 

> 4.2 and ≤ 10.55 GHz 34 

> 10.55 and ≤ 19.7 GHz 
(reference band) 

 

24 

> 19.7 and ≤ 60 GHz 16 

> 60 GHz 1 

 
 
 

8. The Department notes its intent with this consultation is to modernize the 
radio licence fee model for fixed point-to-point systems. While the 
proposed consumption-based model promotes the effective use of 
spectrum, it does not incentivize smaller service providers to deploy 
licensed point-to-point radio links in rural areas. 

 
9. In order to promote further investment in licensed PTP equipment in rural 

and semi-rural areas by smaller service providers, Seaside recommends 
that ISED consider implementing decreased base rates in uncongested 
areas. 

 
10. Seaside’s initial thoughts were to recommend using the definitions of 

congested and un-congested areas as defined in SP 1-20 and RIC-42. 
While this would help expedite any licensing changes by having defined 
area types already created, it was noted that this could be complicated for 
the Department to administer on an ongoing basis. 

 
11. Seaside instead, supports the use of Census Metropolitan Areas (CMA) 

and Census Agglomerations (CA) as labeled by Statistics Canada to 
define congested areas. Areas falling outside of these CMA/CA’s would be 
labeled as un-congested.  

 
12. Seaside supports a reduction in base rate of 60% for uncongested areas. 
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Figure 1. CMA/CA areas in Nova Scotia 

 

 
 
 

13. As an example, consider a community in northern Cape Breton that is 
served by an 11GHz microwave link, using two 60MHz frequency 
channels. Using the current model proposed by ISED would render the 
following licence fee: 

 
  Consumption Factor x Base Rate = Licence Fee 
 
  60MHz x 2 Frequencies x $24 = $2,880.00 
 

14. The population density of a rural area such as this would render this 
licence cost as un-viable. Seaside’s suggested licence fee using a 60% 
base rate reduction for an un-congested area would mean the licence fee 
for this same area would be $1,152.00 

 
15. The cost of $1,152.00 would be viable based on the population density in 

the area to be served, thereby encouraging investment and deployment of 
the latest radio technologies into rural areas. 

 
16. Using Census Metropolitan Areas (CMA) and Census Agglomerations 

(CA) as designated by Statistics Canada keep the licensing model straight 
forward, allowing for licensing costs to be easily understood and applied. 
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Q2: ISED invites proposals for a fee escalator that takes into account fee 
predictability for the radio licence fees under consideration. 
 

17. Seaside supports the escalator clause submitted by CanWISP. 
 
 
Q3: ISED invites comments on the proposals for minimum fees, short-
duration licence fees and prorated fees. 
 

18. Seaside agrees with what the Department has proposed for minimum 
fees, short-duration licence fees and prorated fees. 


	DGSO-001-18-SeasideWirelessLetter-Comments
	DGSO-001-18-SeasideWireless-Comments

