
 
 
August 6, 2008 
 
 
 
Kevin G. Lynch 
Clerk of the Privy Council and Secretary to the Cabinet 
Langevin Block 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A3 
 
 
Dear Mr. Lynch: 
 
Subject:  Canada Gazette, Part I, June 7, 2008, Notice No. DGTP-

001-08 — Petitions to the Governor in Council concerning 
Telecom Decision CRTC 2008-1 

 
I am pleased to support TELUS’s request to the Governor in Council seeking 
the partial rescission and variation of Telecom Decision CRTC 2008-1 
pertaining to the use of the deferral account funds for the purposes of 
expanding broadband to unserved areas including our First Nations, which 
are severely underserviced. 
 
The deferral account funds should be made available for the expansion of 
broadband service to unserved rural and remote areas in Canada, to the 
maximum extent possible and in the public interest. 
 
Broadband is an important enabler of economic and social development for 
communities in rural and remote regions, including First Nations. 
 
We agree with the position that the CRTC took in Decision 2006-9 on the use 
of deferral account funds, stating that using deferral account funds for 
broadband expansion rather than customer rebates will provide longer-term 
and more permanent benefits than a one-time rebate. 
 
We understand that with Decision 2008-1, the CRTC has effectively closed 
the door to further broadband expansion using the remaining deferral account 
funds. 
 
There are thousands of households and businesses in First Nation 
communities that will not benefit from broadband expansion due to this 
decision. 
 
We believe the government should rescind and vary Decision 2008-1 to bring 
the CRTC back in line with its previous position, as stated in Decision 2006-9, 
to ensure that broadband service is extended to as many communities as 
possible with this unique funding opportunity. 
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Such changes would be consistent with the telecommunications policy 
objective set out in sub-section 7(b) of the Telecommunications Act:  "to 
render reliable and affordable telecommunications services of high quality 
accessible to Canadians in both urban and rural areas in all regions of 
Canada."  
 
In its original deferral account decision in 2006 (namely Decision 2006-9), the 
CRTC specifically concluded that broadband expansion programs to 
unserved communities would meet the sub-section 7(b) policy objective 
"since [these programs] would improve the quality of telecommunications 
services to customers, particularly in those communities." 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide our comments and trust that they 
will be given serious consideration as the Governor in Council reviews the 
petition. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John Beaucage 
Anishinabek Nation 
Grand Council Chief 
 
 
 
cc.  Leonard St-Aubin 

Director General 
Telecommunications Policy Branch 
Industry Canada 

 
Via email: telecom@ic.gc.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


