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Clusters: Impacting the lives of Canadians 
 



Canadian partnerships. Worldwide impacts.


When companies of all sizes, academic institutions and not-for-profits come together, they generate bold new ideas. Ideas that wouldn't have otherwise come to light. Our investment in Canada's five Global Innovation Clusters are helping build first-rate innovation ecosystems with a competitive edge. And a whole world of possibilities.


As part of Budget 2022, $750 million over five years was earmarked for Canada's Global Innovation Clusters. To date, the Government of Canada has invested nearly $2 billion in the Global Innovation Clusters to continue to strengthen their ecosystems and position Canada for global markets.


With this funding, Canada's five Global Innovation Clusters will continue to grow their innovation ecosystems, promote investment in innovation and commercialization, expand their national and global presence, collaborate to deepen their impact, act as a catalyst for skills and talent development, and continue to support the growth and scale-up of Canadian small and medium-sized enterprises.


To learn more about how the clusters are delivering, and what they are doing for Canada, please explore our website.


On this page:


	Meet the Global Innovation Clusters
	A world of possibilities: Clusters by the numbers
	Clusters in action
	Related information






Receive the latest news and updates related to Canada's Global Innovation Clusters.


Subscribe to the newsletter








 



Meet the Global Innovation Clusters


Canada's five clusters are accepting members from industry, academia, Indigenous groups and non-profit organizations. It's a great opportunity to collaborate on shared projects, solve common challenges and build a better Canada.


Each cluster has its own application process. Some have associated fees or different membership levels, including free options.


Find out more about how to apply to each cluster:



 

Digital Technology 

 


 

Protein Industries 

 


 

Advanced Manufacturing 

 


 

Scale AI 

 


 

Ocean 

 





 



A world of possibilities



Clusters by the numbers






500+

Announced projects








Approximately

2,500+

Project partnerships

More than 50% are SMEsFootnote *








$2.32B+

Co-invested with industry

$874M+ in program funds








8,600+

Members across Canada








855+

New IP rights generatedFootnote **









	Footnote *
	
	Based on industry partners engaged in announced projects


	Return to footnote * referrer

	
	Footnote **
	
	IP rights generated in cluster projects include patent applications, copyrights, trademarks and trade secrets


	Return to footnote ** referrer

	




Last updated on September 30, 2023


Read more about the Global Innovation Clusters objectives.




Supporting Canadian IP



The government supports the strategic use of intellectual property (IP) to help businesses grow. As companies come together to work on projects through the clusters, they can generate IP assets, such as inventions, technologies, software, proprietary information, brands, etc., all of which can be protected with certain IP rights. Learn more about how the clusters are taking a part with in-house IP creation and retention.




Economic benefits



Investment in the clusters are having numerous benefits to Canada's economy. Read more about the work that has been done from developing these ecosystems.




Job creation



Canada's Global Innovation Clusters have been delivering results, creating a strong national brand with more than 500 projects and thousands of jobs across industries created. A recent EY report confirmed that the program's impact is well underway with 23,900 full-time employment jobs expected to be created or sustained from its initial funding period of 2018 to 2023.




 



Clusters in action




Read the latest report about how clusters benefit economic ecosystems.


Ernst & Young's Economic Analysis of Canada's Superclusters – Executive Summary





Success stories


Learn more about the projects and impacts of the Global Innovation Clusters.








Related information


	About Canada's Global Innovation Clusters
	Objectives of the Global Innovation Clusters 
	Canada's cluster projects
	Canada's cluster projects – Map
	Frequently asked questions (FAQ)
	How clusters benefit economic ecosystems
	Clusters – Taking Canada further, faster (Video)





Clusters are powered by Innovation Canada




At Innovation Canada, we back innovators. From funding to expert advice to driving new collaborations, our programs and services are designed to help businesses innovate, create jobs and grow Canada's economy. We are committed to providing inclusive programs and cultivating a workplace that is both diverse and inclusive so that we can best support the businesses we serve.
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