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January 7, 2019 
 

Alliance Corporation 
2395 Meadowpine Boulevard 
Mississauga, ON   L5N 7W6 
 
Ref: DGSO-001-18, Consultation on License Fees for Fixed Point-to-Point Radio Systems 
  
Dear: Senior Director, Spectrum Management Operations Branch, ISED, Ottawa 
 
On behalf of Alliance Corporation Canada we welcome the opportunity to seek clarification and provide 
input and feedback to the new Fixed Microwave License Fee structure amendments to the 
Radiocommunication Act.  
 
Alliance Corporation was established in 1993 and is a leading Canadian distributor of communications 
infrastructure including licensed microwave products. We’ve always been supportive of Canadian 
manufacturers and take a value-added approach with our customers to promote wireless technologies 
that make their businesses more productive and ultimately increase the value they provide to their clients. 
We serve public and private markets from WISPs (Wireless Internet Service Providers), national telco’s, 
all levels of government and many more specialty organizations.  
 
One of the services we offer is assistance to clients that are unfamiliar with the ISED licensing process 
get their equipment on the air. We know the challenges these customers face with respect to microwave 
license fees in Canada hence feel our input on this topic has merit. 
 
 
Questions & Comments: 
 
#AC-1.  
Why wasn’t the USA considered as a model for fees? I would’ve thought their close-proximity, similar RF 
spectrum would have been a prime consideration? Alliance does considerable business in the USA and 
we are very familiar with their system. 
 
 
#AC-2 
Why is ISED suggesting we wait more than a year for the new proposed fee structure? We know that our 
customers would welcome an immediate reduction in fees, they do not require time to adjust. It would 
make a significant impact on the speed of the broadband service available in many rural towns in Canada 
since many are served by wireless broadband terrestrial networks and the high cost of license fees is a 
significant restriction. We have many customers who are waiting on the reduced fees to install Gigabit+ 
70/80 GHz projects.  
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#AC-3 
ISED is suggesting PtMP deployments treat each leg of the system as an individual PTP license and 
charge fees accordingly. I would like to counter that these systems use much lower gain base station 
antennas and feed multiple terminals hence should be considered more efficient than a lone PTP link. 
The underpinnings of LTE, and other well designed PMP systems, synchronize base station transmitters 
and limit Terminal EIRP maxima with the objective of reducing noise floor and optimizing all sectors and 
sites. Using the proposed ISED logic would price newer technologies (LTE, 5G) well out of reach and also 
run contrary to rates applied to most mobile devices. 
 
 
 
#AC-4 
We would like to propose an additional factor added to the fee model that would discount licenses outside 
of urban centres, perhaps using the already established Moderate & High Congestion Zones – although I 
note this is a rather coarse set of geometric areas.  
 
My rationale is this: it would be consistent with historical fee applications to other wireless services and 
also with federal initiatives to connect all Canadians. The first two paragraphs of the ISED document 
under “Intent” focus on urban applications and I’d not like to think rural ones have not been properly 
considered. We have many more thoughts on this but aren’t the ones paying the fees so will let those 
respondents whom are provide input. 
 
 
 
#AC-5 
We would like clarification on how TDD, or half-duplex, links are to have fees applied? The document 
addresses uni-directional single-frequency applications (example used being STL) being charged for one 
frequency. Will the same be true of PTP links in licensed frequencies running TDD?  
 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to bring these topics to the attention of ISED and those interested. We look 
forward to the answers and welcome the opportunity to expand on our thoughts should anyone desire.  
 
Sincerely,  
Andrew Moss 
Product Manager Broadband 
Alliance Corporation 
amoss@alliancecorporation.ca 
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