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INTRODUCTION 
1. The following represent Saskatchewan Telecommunications’ (SaskTel’s, or “the 

Company’s”) Comments in response to DGSO-002-19, Consultation on the 

Spectrum Licence Renewal Process for Non-Auctioned Broadband Radio Services 

(BRS) Licences (“the Consultation”). 

2. The section numbering of the remainder of this document corresponds to the 

numbering of the consultation paper released by the Department.  Failure to 

address any particular issue or item, or the Comments made by any other party, 

should not be construed as agreement with those Comments where such 

agreement is not in the interests of SaskTel. 

SASKTEL RESPONSE TO THE CONSULTATION  
7. Renewal Eligibility 

 
Q1.  ISED invites comments on the proposal to renew non-auctioned BRS licences 
for which the conditions of licence have been met. 
 
3. SaskTel agrees with the Department’s proposal to renew the non-auctioned BRS 

spectrum licences for which the conditions of licence have been met. 

4. As stated by the Department in the Consultation, current BRS “licensees will have a 

high expectation of renewal where conditions of licence have been met, unless a 

fundamental reallocation of spectrum to a new service is required or an overriding 

policy need arises.” 1 

5. SaskTel agrees with the Department’s assessment that no fundamental reallocation 

of this spectrum is required, nor do we foresee any required change in any of the 

Department’s policies that would preclude renewal of the non-auctioned BRS 

spectrum licences. 

6. The Department has stated that they “will consider spectrum usage at time of 

renewal,” and has therefore proposed “that licensees with deployment to at least 

                                                
1  The Consultation, paragraph 12. 
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the level set out in Annex C (of Decisions on the Transition to Broadband Radio 

Service (BRS) in the Band 2500–2690 MHz and Consultation on Changes Related 

to the Band Plan) will be eligible for renewal.”2  SaskTel agrees with this proposal. 

8. Conditions of licence for new BRS licences issued under the renewal 
process 

8.1  Licence Term 

 
Q2. ISED invites comments on the proposal to renew non-auctioned BRS licences 
that have complied with their conditions of licence for a new term of 14 years, 
expiring March 31, 2035. 
 
7. SaskTel agrees with the Department’s proposal to renew non-auctioned BRS 

spectrum licences that have complied with their conditions of licence for a new term 

of 14 years, expiring March 31, 2035. 

8. We agree with the proposal by the Department to align the licence terms of the 

auctioned with the non-auctioned BRS spectrum licences. 

9. SaskTel also agrees with the assessment by the Department that longer licence 

terms will create greater incentive for capital investments for the development of 

network infrastructure. 

10. The Department is correct in their assessment that the 2500 MHz band is being 

used for 4G technologies, and that the band will evolve with the deployment of 5G 

technologies that will still be compatible with current uses of the band. 

11. Therefore, for the reasons given above, SaskTel concurs that the new licence term 

of 14 years is appropriate. 

                                                
2  Ibid., paragraph 14 
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8.2 Implementation of spectrum usage 

 
Q3. ISED invites comments on the proposal to apply deployment levels at the Tier 3 
population coverage level (with the exception of Yukon, the Northwest Territories 
and Nunavut on a Tier 4 population coverage level) by March 31, 2025, as described 
(in the consultation) and provided in annex A (of the consultation).  
 
Licensees would also be required to meet minimum population coverage levels on 
an ongoing basis until March 31, 2035. 
 
12. SaskTel agrees with the ISED proposal to apply a midterm deployment requirement 

to renewed non-auction BRS spectrum licences at the levels specified in Annex A 

of the Consultation by March 31, 2025.  This is in alignment with the deployment 

requirements for auctioned BRS spectrum licences. 

13. Furthermore, SaskTel also agrees with the ISED proposal that licensees be 

required to continue to meet the minimum population coverage levels specified in 

Annex A of the Consultation on an ongoing basis until March 31, 2035. 

10. Other conditions of licence 

 
Q4. ISED invites comments on the proposed conditions of licence for new BRS 
licences issued through this renewal process as set out in annex B (of the 
consultation). 
 
14. SaskTel has reviewed and agrees with the proposed conditions of licence as given 

in Annex B of the Consultation. 

CONCLUSION 
15. SaskTel has reviewed the proposed BRS spectrum licence renewal process, and 

the proposed terms and conditions.  We agree with the Department’s proposals to 

renew the non-auctioned BRS spectrum licences 

• where all conditions of licence have been met, including deployment 

requirements, and 

• for a term of 14 years, expiring March 31, 2035, in alignment with auctioned 

BRS spectrum licences. 
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16. For renewed BRS spectrum licences SaskTel agrees with the proposals to apply 

midterm deployment requirements as described in Annex A of the Consultation by 

March 31, 2025, and to require licensees to maintain these deployment levels on 

an ongoing basis through to March 31, 2035. 

17. SaskTel has reviewed and agrees with the proposed conditions of licence as given 

in Annex B of the Consultation. 

18. SaskTel thanks the Department for allowing the opportunity to provide input into 

this consultation on the renewal process for non-auctioned BRS spectrum licences.  

It is our hope that our comments will provide the Department with a fuller view of 

the issues identified in the Consultation and provide input and guidance for the 

Department’s decisions on the renewal process. 
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