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March 16, 2018 

 

 

TerreStar Solutions Inc. 

300-1035 Laurier Ave W. 

Montreal, QC H2V2L1 

 

Chantal Davis 

Acting Director 

Spectrum Regulatory Best Practices 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada  

235 Queen Street  

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0H5 

Via email: ic.spectrumauctions-encheresduspectre.ic@canada.ca 

 

Subject: Reply Comments to SLBP-006-17: Consultation on the Spectrum Outlook 2018 to 2022 

Dear Ms. Davis, 

1. TerreStar Solutions Inc. (TerreStar) appreciates the opportunity to provide Reply Comments on the 

above noted Consultation dated October 2017. TerreStar will limits it comments at this point to 

sections 5.4.2 Demand for mobile satellite service, 6.1 related to the licensing of AWS-2 spectrum 

(1915-1920 MHz paired with 1995-2000 MHz) and 6.3.4 AWS-3 Unpaired Spectrum. Questions 9, 

19 and 20 are addressed in this submission. 

 

2. TerreStar agrees with ISED’s assessment and the comments of a number of respondents to this 

consultation that there appears to be enough spectrum licenced to meet the growth in Mobile 

Satellite Services.  

 

3. With respect to terrestrial spectrum, ISED’s stated policy is to fast follow and harmonize with the 

decisions made by the FCC for spectrum which is used for consumer related services using widely 

available equipment. This facilitates timely licensing of Canadian service providers in order that 

Canada can be well positioned to use said spectrum as the same time that services and equipment 

become available for the North American market. 

 

4. TerreStar continues to believe that ISED needs to make the licensing of unpaired AWS-3 and AWS-2 

spectrum a high priority as this spectrum has been licensed for over 3 years in the US and there is a 

need for this valuable spectrum to be used in Canada in both metropolitan as well as rural and 

remote parts of Canada. 
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5. Bell, TELUS and Rogers have, in varying degrees agreed that given the developments at the 3GPP 

and licensing decision in the U.S., the as-yet not licensed parts of Band 70, the unpaired AWS-3 and 

AWS-2 should be a priority for licensing by ISED. Rogers states that they “expect that this new Band 

70 will become an important part of the existing AWS ecosystem in North America, with a multitude 

of LTE devices and broad coverage. Canada should align the Canadian band with the U.S. in order to 

take advantage of this upcoming opportunity. ” 

 

6. Ericsson makes the same argument in their submission. “For example, with the FCC licensing AWS-4 

spectrum and later the PCS-H block as well as the AWS-3 unpaired 1695-1710 MHz block, 3GPP was 

afforded the opportunity to complete standards for bands 66 and 70. Spectrum licence holders are 

taking advantage of the available spectrum to develop the necessary equipment ecosystem. It is 

imperative that Canada be ready for this new ecosystem with timely licensing of the harmonized 

3GPP spectrum bands 66 band 70.” 

 

7.  All three large incumbents have pointed out that much depends on the development of an 

equipment ecosystem; TerreStar has strongly encourages ISED to begin the process of licensing this 

spectrum because given the 3GPP developments and the setting of standards for Band 70, 

developments can happen quickly once carriers decide to make the expenditures for the 

development of an equipment ecosystem. It is not unheard of equipment being developed within 12 

months of such a decision. It is for this reason that TerreStar and others have encouraged ISED to 

start a consultation on the unpaired AWS-3 and the AWS-2 spectrum as soon as possible.  

 

8. In the U.S., the FCC has licensed this spectrum years ago, so the risk for ISED to make this spectrum 

available for licensing is extremely low and the benefits of being synchronized with equipment 

development and service provision in the United States are great.  

 

9. ISED could move quickly to catch up on the three-year regulatory lag.  It is clear that decisions made 

by the FCC and 3GPP will determine the band plans for North America. The 3GPP has come to a 

conclusion on Band 70.  The FCC licensing and coordination developments in the US have been 

completed. The equipment ecosystem has not yet been developed, but whether or not AWS-2 and 

the unpaired AWS-3 is part of Band 70, ISED needs to start its regulatory process in the near future 

in order that Canada can be in a position to use these frequencies when equipment issues are 

clearer. ISED could therefore fast track a policy consultation and licensing decision, using the 

conclusions from the FCC regulatory process as the foundation for its process.   

 

10. In summary, TerreStar joins others in supporting the licensing of unpaired AWS-3 and AWS-2 

spectrum on a high priority basis.  
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11. For clarity purposes, Terrestar wishes to make a correction to its February 16, 2018 filing under this 

proceedings. In its submission, TerreStar describes the unpaired AWS-3 licenses in the United States 

as licensed to DISH.   TerreStar wishes to clarify that DISH does not own or control any unpaired 

AWS-3 licenses.   DISH, through wholly-owned subsidiaries American AWS-3 Wireless II L.L.C. 

(“American II”) and American AWS-3 Wireless III L.L.C. (“American III”), has made over $10 billion in 

certain non-controlling investments in Northstar Spectrum, LLC (“Northstar Spectrum”), the parent 

company of Northstar Wireless, LLC (“Northstar Wireless,” and collectively with Northstar Spectrum, 

the “Northstar Entities”), and in SNR Wireless HoldCo, LLC (“SNR HoldCo”), the parent company of 

SNR Wireless LicenseCo, LLC (“SNR Wireless,” and collectively with SNR HoldCo, the “SNR Entities”), 

respectively.  On October 27, 2015, the FCC granted certain AWS-3 wireless spectrum licenses to 

Northstar Wireless and to SNR Wireless.” 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Jan Skora  

Vice President  

Regulatory Affairs 

TerreStar Solutions Inc 


