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INTRODUCTION 

1. Saskatchewan Telecommunications (“SaskTel” or “the Company”) is pleased to 

provide these comments in response to Gazette Notice SLPB-006-18, 

Consultation on a Licence Renewal Process for Spectrum in the Bands 849-851 

MHz and 894-896 MHz for Air-Ground Services (“the Consultation”). 

2. SaskTel’s comments are below.  The section numbering of this document 

corresponds to the section numbering of the Consultation.  Failure to address any 

particular issue or item, or the Comments made by any other party, should not be 

construed as agreement with those Comments where such agreement is not in 

the interests of SaskTel.  

SASKTEL’S COMMENTS IN RESPONSE TO THE 
CONSULTATION ON A LICENCE RENEWAL PROCESS 
FOR SPECTRUM IN THE BANDS 849-851 MHZ AND 894-
896 MHZ FOR AIR-GROUND SERVICES 

5  Renewal Eligibility 

Q1: ISED invites comments on the proposal to renew spectrum licences in 849-
851 MHz and 894-896 MHz for which licensees have met their conditions of licence. 

 

3. SaskTel agrees with the proposal to renew spectrum licences in the 849-851 MHz 

and 894-896 MHz bands for which licensees have met all of their conditions of 

licence. 

6 Conditions of licence for new licences issued under the renewal 
process 

6.1  Licence Term 

Q2: ISED invites comments on the proposal that licences issued through this 
renewal process will not have a high expectation of renewal. Respondents are 
asked to provide a rationale for their response. 

 

4. SaskTel agrees with the Department’s proposal that licences issued through this 

renewal process will not have a high expectation of renewal. 
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5. High aircraft altitudes, with the resulting large coverage areas and wide 

interference zones, combined with the high numbers of aircraft flying between 

Canada and the US, makes it imperative that any air-ground service operated in 

the 849-851 MHz and 894-896 MHz spectrum in Canada must be closely 

integrated with any service operated in the United States.  Conversely, any 

changes to spectrum utilization in these bands in the United States must be 

matched in Canada.  It is essential that Canada aligns and harmonizes with FCC 

decisions affecting this spectrum. 

6. SaskTel agrees with the view of the Department that the industry and 

technologies to provide air-ground services are evolving.  For example, new 

satellite technologies are being developed that will allow new high bandwidth air-

ground services to be delivered.  These proposed new satellite technologies will 

utilize large numbers of low earth orbit (LEO) satellites capable of offering high 

bandwidth broadband services, including to airborne aircraft.  Furthermore, the 

global nature of the satellite coverage from LEO constellations makes them well 

suited to provide service to aircraft flying across the globe. 

7. SaskTel notes, as stated in the Consultation1, that the FCC has renewed the air-

ground spectrum licences in this band in the United States until October 2026.  

Given the evolving number of potential broadband service providers that are 

positioning to service the global aviation industry, it is almost a given that the FCC 

will be conducting a thorough review of air-ground services prior to October 2026.  

This review will likely consider developments in adjacent spectrum bands, and 

there is a high expectation that changes will be made by the FCC as a result of 

this review.  

8. It is therefore crucial that the Department be provided the flexibility to align and 

harmonize Canadian spectrum allocations and spectrum licensing with any 

changes made by the FCC in the United States.  SaskTel therefore agrees with 

the Department’s proposal that licences issued through this renewal process not 

be given a high expectation of renewal. 

                                                
1
  The Consultation, paragraphs 9, 19. 
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Q3: ISED invites comments on the appropriate licence term for licences issued 
through this renewal process. Respondents are asked to provide a rationale for 
their response. 

 

9. SaskTel notes, as stated in the Consultation2, that the FCC has renewed the air-

ground spectrum licences in the United States until October 2026.  As stated in 

SaskTel’s response to Q2, it is essential that Canadian spectrum allocations and 

licensing for spectrum in the 849-851 MHz and 894-896 MHz bands be aligned 

and harmonized with the United States, and that this harmonization continues into 

the future. 

10. SaskTel recommends that licence terms for renewed licences in the 849-851 MHz 

and 894-896 MHz bands in Canada be determined such that the Canadian 

licence expiry dates align with the October 2026 licence expiry dates for 

corresponding licences in the United States. 

6.2  Deployment Requirement 

Q4: ISED is seeking comments on its proposed deployment requirements for 
licences issued through this renewal process. Respondents are asked to provide a 
rationale for their response. 

 

11. SaskTel recommends that all licensees must meet a reasonable deployment 

requirement for renewal of their licences.  This includes air-ground service 

providers.  The imposition of deployment requirements furthers the Department’s 

objective of ensuring that all spectrum is fully utilized as much as possible for the 

benefit of Canadians. 

12. SaskTel has no comment at this time on the terms of the Department’s proposed 

deployment requirement for the 849-851 MHz and 894-896 MHz spectrum 

licences. 

                                                
2
  The Consultation, paragraphs 9, 19. 
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6.3  Annual Reporting 

Q5: ISED is seeking comments on its proposed annual reporting requirements for 
licences issued through the renewal process. Respondents are asked to provide a 
rationale for their response. 

 

13. SaskTel agrees with the Department’s proposed annual reporting requirements, 

including the requirement for licensees to provide information on the total number 

of aircraft actively offering air-ground network connectivity to passengers and the 

total amount of data traffic being carried over the licensee’s network in Canada. 

14. SaskTel agrees with the Department that it is important that the usage and 

implementation of the 849-851 MHz and 894-896 MHz band be monitored as 

different technologies for air-ground broadband services are developed and 

implemented.  SaskTel believes this information will be important in determining 

whether to renew the licence in whole or in part, or not at all, in any subsequent 

renewal process. 

6.4  Other Conditions of Licence 

Q6: ISED is seeking comments on the proposed conditions of licence for licences 
issued through this renewal process as set out in annex A. 

 

15. SaskTel agrees with the proposed conditions of licence for renewed licences as 

set out in Annex A. 

16. As stated in our response to Q3, SaskTel believes that the licence expiry date 

should be aligned with the October 2026 expiry date for the corresponding 

spectrum licences in the United States. 

CONCLUSION 

17. SaskTel is pleased to have had the opportunity to provide our inputs and 

comments to the important issues raised in this Consultation regarding the 

renewal of spectrum licences in the 849-851 MHz and 894-896 MHz bands for air-

ground services.  It is our hope that our submission will provide a fuller view of 

these issues to the Department. 


