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Re: Rebuttal submission on Notice of Application Received from TerreStar Solutions Inc. for 

a Tier 1 Spectrum Licence in the 1695–1710 MHz Frequency Band and the in PCS Block 
H (1910–1915 MHz/1995–2000 MHz) 

 
  DISH Network Corporation (“DISH”) respectfully submits this rebuttal in the above-

referenced consultation to affirm its support for the application of TerreStar Solutions, Inc.’s 

(“TSI”) request for spectrum licences in the 1695–1710 MHz frequency band and the PCS Block 

H downlink (1995-2000 MHz) (the “TSI Application”), and to clarify the record in light of other 

parties’ reply filings.   

After reviewing the record, DISH continues to believe that TSI is well-positioned to 

make efficient use of the requested spectrum to offer new services that will benefit Canadian 

consumers.  DISH notes that other parties in the record also support the TSI Application.  SSi 

Micro Ltd. notes that “granting this application will permit TerreStar to fulfill its promise to offer 

fixed and mobile broadband wireless service in remote and rural communities across Canada, 

including the North,” which “should lead to greater investment in technologies, more 

competitive broadband wireless fixed and mobile offerings, and new and innovative services that 

will be of great value and use to across Canada.”1  Similarly, Xplornet Communications Inc. 

supports the TSI Application as “an immediate opportunity to unlock spectrum for one purpose 

in urban areas and another use in rural and remote areas to best address the needs of Canadians,” 

                                                 
1 Comments of SSi Micro Ltd. at 2. 
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putting to use spectrum that other would “lie fallow - possibly for years.”2  DISH urges the 

Department to give due weight to commenters who recognize the potential for TSI to benefit 

Canadian consumers through grant of the TSI Application. 

DISH also wants to correct certain inaccuracies reflected in the record concerning 

DISH’s relationship to TSI and DISH’s own efforts in the United States to increase competition 

in the wireless market.  First, DISH is interested in this proceeding, both as an investor in TSI 

and as a spectrum licensee and investor in the subject frequencies in the United States.  However, 

DISH does not control TSI, contrary to implications made by TELUS.3  DISH has only a 

minority ownership stake in TSI, and TSI is controlled by Canadian shareholders.  TSI may avail 

itself of DISH’s technical experience from time to time, but TSI holds Canadian spectrum 

licences in its own right and is focused on pursuing business plans for its spectrum that will 

benefit Canadian consumers. 

 TELUS also mischaracterizes DISH’s spectrum holdings in the United States.  DISH, 

through a subsidiary, holds Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) licences throughout 

the United States for the PCS H Block (1995-2000 MHz paired with 1915-1920 MHz).  DISH 

also has, through two subsidiaries, a nationwide footprint in the adjacent terrestrial spectrum 

(AWS-4, 2000-2020 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz).  DISH subsidiaries have also made certain non-

controlling investments in entities that hold FCC spectrum licences in the 1695-1710 MHz band 

(which is part of the AWS-3 band).  Any TELUS input that assumes that DISH is the licensee for 

any AWS-3 licences misunderstands DISH’s spectrum positions.4   

* * * * 

 DISH continues to support the TSI Application and respectfully recommends its review 

and approval.  Enabling TSI to expand services in Canada using spectrum harmonized with the 

United States and 3GPP standards could help address the needs of Canadian consumers. 

 

 

                                                 
2 Comments of Xplornet Communications Inc. at 4. 

3 Comments of TELUS at 2 (“TELUS is greatly concerned with the notion of an entity such as DISH (a large US-
based multinational) receiving free, preferential, and uncontested access to a sovereign Canadian asset (i.e., the 
requested PCS-H and AWS-3 spectrum) with the potential for unrestricted future resale at market value.” 

4 See, e.g., Id.at 2 (“DISH spent more than $10B in the US AWS-3 auction and of this, $1.5B was spent on the 1695-
1710 MHz band with DISH paying $0.56 per MHz-pop on average for its B1 block spectrum in this range.”) 



 

 3

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

/s/ Jeffrey H Blum 

Jeffrey H. Blum  
Senior Vice President and Deputy General     

Counsel 
DISH Network Corporation 

 


